Hepatocellular carcinoma in a noncirrhotic patient with hereditary hemochromatosis.
We report the case of a 66-year-old man with genetic hemochromatosis who was found to have hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) in the absence of cirrhosis. This is a rare and life-threatening complication of noncirrhotic hemochromatosis that has been described only 10 times in the English literature. In addition to presenting our case, we also cite some other potential causes of HCC in noncirrhotic patients that should be clinically considered. Although the incidence of HCC in noncirrhotic hemochromatosis patients is not sufficiently high to warrant routine screening, physicians should be aware that this fatal complication may rarely occur.